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State Testing, Spirit Week, and Diagnostics are all behind us. That’s right - we have
completed a full-year of in-person teaching &
learning, and we are ready for summer!
After a year of teaching remotely, it really felt
like a blessing to get every single student
back in the classroom. The teachers have
enjoyed seeing the daily small victories
students experience, as well as tracking the
huge jumps in knowledge and skills over the
entire year.
The class who created this Chronicle have
come so far since September and these
student journalists worked very hard this
quarter to put together an issue of the Tiger
Chronicle that reflects their wide-ranging
interests. They have shown an impressive
level of diligence to work around all the
distractions and disruptions that come along with the final quarter of the 8th grade!
Please enjoy reading their cognitions on culture, their thoughts on sports, and their
views on their own futures.

Tigers Take on High School!
Olivia P.
Hey 8th Grade Tigers! Have you decided what high school you are going to attend this
Fall? As you know, high school is just around the corner, and making a decision that ﬁts
your needs is crucial to your success in the future. Continue reading to learn more about
the local high schools, such as the most popular for CPMS students to attend, the athletics
at each school, and how amazing their academics are.
Helix High School is an excellent school. Helix’s test scores are above the state average by
a lot, meaning that the teaching at this school allows students to perform at, or above,
grade level. This school also scores
above average in college readiness,
ensuring that students will be
prepared for college after attending
this school. Helix athletics are also
something to admire, the school’s
football history began in 1951. The
team had a rocky start, going 1-7 in
their ﬁrst season. Since then, in the
span of 44 years (1976-2019) the Helix
football team only had a single losing
season. This shows that the team has
grown to have quite a legacy. Sandy R.
(8th grade) says she chose Helix
because “Helix has a lot of chances to
ﬁnd something you like, which ultimately helps a person decide what they might want to be
when they’re older.” Current sophomore at Helix (and past CPMS student) Gavan P. feels that
Helix is helping to prepare him for his future in engineering and says that Helix has given
him “lots of opportunities to succeed through their honors courses.”. Helix is one of many
great schools that can put students on the path to success.
Another school many College Prep students
choose to attend is Steele Canyon High School.
This school also performs above the state
average, which means it does an excellent job
preparing students for college and providing
the opportunities needed for success. Steele
Canyon also succeeds athletically, with their
varsity basketball team recently beating
another local high school 52-51. Many CPMS
students are attending this school in the fall. Out of the 46 interviewed, 23 said that Steele
Canyon is their high school of choice. When interviewed, Destiny G. (8th grade) said “I am
going to this school because it's close to home and the soccer team is good.” Overall,
Steele Canyon is another school that can help students succeed later on in life.
Valhalla High School is another school that many CPMS 8th graders will be attending.
Valhalla also has great test scores above the state average, but also provides students

what they need to succeed in times beyond high school. Valhalla’s girl’s water polo found
success recently, making it all the way to CIF SDS Open
Division Quarter Finals. When interviewed, current
Valhalla sophomore (and former CPMS student) Weston
S. says that he enjoys his experience at Valhalla because
“they help me decide what classes are best for me.”
Valhalla can provide a positive experience for students
there. Current CPMS student Patrick G. (8th grade) says
that he is attending high school at Valhalla because “It's
best for my education.” This shows how even future
students think highly of Valhalla.
This year, Grossmont High School is not a very popular pick among our CPMS 8th graders.
Out of the 46 surveyed, only one student said they would attend Grossmont in the Fall. This
is very uncommon compared to most of the recent years,
and we can see why previous classes chose this school.
Grossmont has very good academics, scoring above the
state average, as well as great athletic opportunities. The
Grossmont varsity boys Baseball team has recently
defeated Cathedral Catholic High School in their home
non-conference game. A current freshman at Grossmont
Lorelei C. says that Grossmont “is great because of the
community, the teachers are always helping out with
anything we need, and I have made a lot of friends
throughout the year.” This proves that along with the
school’s amazing academics and stellar sports, there is also an awesome community to be
a part of.
The last school on our list is Granite Hills High School. Granite Hills claims on their website
to do a great job preparing students for college
by teaching how to communicate with others,
and how to manage their time, whilst also giving
students a helping hand when they need that
little extra help. Current Granite Hills freshman
(and former CPMS student) Silas P. says that “the
sta at (Granite Hills) clearly want to see you
succeed and are willing to do whatever it takes
to help you earn good grades in your classes.”
The ability to talk to your teachers and
understand what you need to do better to thrive beyond high school is very important, so
the fact this is available could be very beneﬁcial for all students attending this school.
Overall, high school is coming up fast for our 8th grade class of 2021-2022. No matter what
school they choose, they are sure to succeed not only throughout high school, but also in
their future and careers.

An Inside Perspective on Chaldeans

Natalee S. & Giselle B.

Imagine this, you’re peacefully sitting in your room and all of a sudden your mom comes barging in your room yelling at
you to get up and go downstairs to meet with your family for your twentieth gathering this week! Time to eat dolma with
your 5281 cousins, aunts, and uncles. As soon as you hit the ﬁrst step out of your room, you hear a large bang, and your
ﬁrst thought is that it might be a gunshot! Did someone die? Then you realize, “Oh my gosh no they brought the drum” the large drum that's brought into every Chaldean gathering. Chaldeans have different ways of showing their culture: from
the great, big, magniﬁcent parties to the type of food they eat. Being from Iraq they have faced many hardships with wars
and racial discrimination from other religons, but they have a big community ﬁlled with what seems like an inﬁnite
amount of people. Continue reading to get an inside perspective of the Chaldean culture.
When most people hear the word “Iraq” the ﬁrst thing they think of is war. Iraq has been through many tragedies, but that
doesn’t mean the people who live there are all bad. In 2001, Iraq was
attacked by the Americans to capture the Iraqi President Sudam Hussaien,
many died, and most still have stories to this day talking about what their
family had been through. Recently on May 5th, 2022, a large sandstorm hit
Iraq causing thousands of people to be sick and a person to die. According
to Al Jazeera - a news website that discusses Middle Eastern current
events - the Iraq health ministry said “One person died and more than
5,000 were treated in hospitals for respiratory ailments as the latest
severe sandstorm swept across Iraq.” Unfortunately, the storm hit again in
May, resulting in the land being “battered by soil degradation, intense
droughts and low rainfall linked to climate change” as reported by Al
Jazeera. But Iraq is not only about wars, there is always a beautiful culture around it that no one really talks about,
including the life of Chaldeans.
San Diego’s El Cajon region is home to thousands of Chaldeans. When many Chaldeans were moving to America, the
government presented them with a list of destinations to choose from, including Detroit, El Cajon, and even as far away as
Australia! El Cajon became a popular destination for Chaldeans to move to because
there were many opportunities. In our research for this article, we read an online
piece named “Chaldean Americans” that states that many families chose the USA
because an “even greater number of Iraqi citizens immigrated to the United States
due to changes in U.S. immigration laws during the mid-1960s, and growth in
Detroit's Chaldean American community became even more dramatic, increasing
to about 45,000 in 1986, and approximately 75,000 by 1992.” The article “Chaldean
Americans” gives a better perspective of why there is a large population of
Chaldeans in Detroit. Other places in America that have a growing population of Chaldeans are Michigan, Canada,
Chicago. Though it’s not exactly clear how Chaldeans got to the United States after their living situations in Iraq, the
website “Chaldean Foundation'' informed us that “Chaldeans began immigrating to metropolitan Detroit-area in the 1920s
in search of better economic, religious and political freedom and opportunities.” The website “Chaldean News'' recorded
in 2017 “... estimated 5,000-6,000 Chaldean Catholics resettled there after ﬂeeing their homes in the Middle East.” In the
modern world, most Chaldeans come to search for a better life in a place
without war.
Chaldeans have many traditions but the most fun, important, and memorable
tradition is the weddings. Chaldean weddings consist of loud music, traditional
food, and henna parties (for those who are new to this idea, henna parties are
gatherings where the bride and groom are celebrated and the bride and groom
usually have henna applied to their hands), and engagement parties prior to the

wedding day. Chaldeans are known to go “all out” in their wedding, and this means that there are drums playing the whole
day going from the bride's house to the groom's house, to outside the church, and then all the way to the party hall. When
the groom comes to greet the bride, his whole family follows along into her house, so it can be imagined how crowded it
becomes. The groom's immediate family usually comes in with something to offer the bride, which is often a diamond or
money to welcome her into the family. At the end of the entire ceremony, there is a certain song “Bye, Bye” that plays - it
repeats the word “bye” over and over again, as a symbol of the bride and groom saying goodbye to everyone for the ﬁrst
time as a married couple.
For many, when they think or hear about Chaldean food, the ﬁrst thing they think of is dolma. We had created a survey
that helped us ﬁnd what students and teachers think about the Chaldean culture. We asked some questions about the
food. Dolma is deﬁnitely a favorite according to 24 students in the 8th grade here at College Prep. Dolma is a favorite of
41% of people surveyed at CPMS. The most popular food is dolma, which comes in different recipes depending on where
in the Middle East it originated. Yet, most don’t know about the other delights
Chaldeans create. A great experience is walking into an Arab grocery store, for
example North Park and Valley Food. The ﬁrst thing seen is the cafeteria, ﬁlled with
foods like veggies and meats and cheeses, Armenian pizza, tabbouleh, pacha, kabob,
and so much more - Mmmmm the smell of fresh food! Though most of these might be
new to our readers, each is something Chaldeans enjoy with family and friends.
According to 5th grade math teacher Mrs. McGuire: “Burek is my favorite Chaldean
food. Hummus, rice, kabob”, she also told us that she loves most mediterranean food.
Also, 8th grade science teacher Ms. Spencer said that her memory of the many
Chaldean celebrations she has attended is that the “food always tasted delicious”. In
Iraq, dolma usually contains stuffed grape leaves, stuffed zucchini, stuffed onions,
stuffed peppers, stuffed eggplants, beans, carrots, celery, meat on the side, and
usually a Mediterranean bread at the bottom. The stufﬁng contains ground meat, tomato, garlic, chopped up zucchini
insides, tomato paste, rice, a generous amount of seasoning, lemon juice, olive oil, pomegranate molasses, and citric acid.
In our opinion, dolma is a cuisine we wouldn’t mind having for the rest of our life, dolma is known for its savory or sweet
taste and soft or hard texture, we like ours savory and hard, though others might like it sweet and soft, dolma is deﬁnitely
in our top 10. There are deﬁnitely others we love to eat and would eat them everyday such as the salads, like tabbouleh. All
things considered, Chaldeans are a fun and unique community that we would encourage everyone to get to know and fully
understand!

Gaming Section
Dylan A. & Justin H.
We played video games when we were young and our first games were Pixel Gun and Subway Surfers. In Pixel Gun, the
player can play a battle royal game and enjoy playing with friends while leveling up the characters or weapons. Subway
Surfers was also a very fun game - some memories from Subway Surfers was when we both
reached the top 100 leaderboard back then for the highest score. These games will always be core
memories because playing video games created feelings of excitement and fun that included our
friends. Even if somebody has never played a video game, they really should give it a try because
games can be about anything, which includes TV shows, or comics. These things can be brought
to life to complete anybody's childhood in a video game. Video games have been around for a
short amount of time, but video games are very fun to learn and play. Many people can play on
multiple devices, some of the most popular devices are the Xbox, Playstation, Nintendo Switch which are all consoles. Mobile devices like Apple or Samsung phones can be used to play video
games. Some people even buy gaming computers (that are all made by
different companies) to focus on their favorite games. Video games can be played with friends
at your own house, or be played with one another on the other side of the country, which adds
more fun, or there’s single player modes. Video games can take time to learn based on player
skill or experience, many people need to learn the controls or the basics which are the
movement of the people and how the game works. Video games are played by millions and
millions of people across the world! There’s so much more behind the video game industry, so
let’s find out.

Which Americans are Playing Video Games the Most?
Due to the global pandemic, people were stuck at home, which opened up more free time for people. According to
Variety.com (a website that covers entertainment news), 55% of U.S. video gamers have said they have “played more
during the quarantine.” Also, 90% of the 55% of US gamers said they are
likely to continue playing more often even after the quarantine. Today there
are a total of 226.6 million video gamers in the world, compared to the 214.4
million players in 2020, and 164 million in 2019. According to Variety, Gen Z
video gamers rated video games as the number one entertainment activity.
According to Variey.com, these are the percentages of Americans who play
video games, Starting with the most kids, who only make up 18% of gamers.
Then gamers that are 18-34 years old make up 38% of gamers, while people
aged 45-54 make up 12% of gamers. Finally, people aged between 55-64 are
9%, and people who are 65 years old and up and older make up 7%. Our
surveys show other people’s favorite games and tell us if they played more
during the quarantine. Yet, out of our survey of College Prep Tigers, 13 out of
15 people played more video games than usual during the quarantine. Lastly, the survey answers gave us many diverse
games owned by CPMS Tigers, such as GTA 5, Minecraft, Valorant, Roblox, Marvel Contest of Champions, Beat Saber, NBA
Jam, NBA 2K22, Club Penguin, FIFA 21, Rainbow Six Siege, and many more.

Gaming Devices
There are different preferences for gaming devices. In our research for this article, we used
Statista (a statistics website) and Popular Mechanics (a website that explores mainstream
science and technology) to learn all about gaming devices. Some people prefer using a
smartphone as a gaming device because they think it's top tier, but other people prefer to use
a console, a gaming computer, or VR. Some people may think this because it could be more

affordable rather than using a gaming console or a gaming computer due to the price. Although the smartphone could be
a quick and easy way to play games, it’s not exactly cheap! They are more portable however, while devices such as gaming
computers and gaming consoles are a lot better in certain ways. Some ways that
gaming devices such as consoles are better than smartphones are that there are
more games available with unique gameplay, and the much better graphics that
consoles can create. Graphics really help because the gameplay is clearer, the screen
is bigger so people can see better. Some consoles available include the PS4, PS5,
Xbox S, Xbox X, Xbox Series S, Xbox Series X, Nintendo Switch, and many more. The
Nintendo Switch is handheld but it is considered a console because of its technology
of supporting video games using a similar terminal system, but it doesn't have good
access to the internet, as the owner of the Nintendo Switch has to change some
difficult settings. Even though the PlayStation or
the Xbox have internet access which means they
can play without changing settings, the use of the
internet is very limited. Students in the 8th grade who own consoles include Xavier D. T.,
Noah S., Donte B., Frankie F., Julian G., Ryan Y., Evan S., Chris B., Patrick G., Nathan C.,
and Avalon M. S. - showing how popular consoles are! Lastly, there is the choice of a PC or
computer, which are specially made with high-end parts. Gaming computers are made
to be more efficient than an average computer to support gameplay. Some normal
computers can handle games on their own power, yet the gameplay won’t have the
same experience. Students in the 8th grade who have a PC or Computer include Donte
B., Avalon C., Frankie F., Bridget C., Aidan D., Patrick G., and Evan S. - showing computer
gaming is also popular here. Furthermore, 8th grade students who play their games on
mobile devices include Xavier D. T., Noah S., Avalon C., Bridget C., Aidan D., Andre H., Ryan Y., Patrick G. , Evan S., and Mr.
Bensley (8th grade ELA teacher). All of these results represent how popular gaming is at College Prep for lots of people,
no matter how they play.

Most Popular Video Games of 2021
The data analytics website NPD.com lists the top 10 video games in 2021, and these games are all unique in their own
way. The first game from the list, It Takes Two, It Takes Two is a game about a couple on the brink of divorce who get
trapped in their daughter’s toys, and the divorced couple must try to escape. The second game from the list is Sable, the
game is about a woman on an adventure around the world facing and conquering challenges such as enemies and
monsters. The third game from the list, Deathloop, involves an island where players must complete eight tasks by going
through the island unlocking new tasks. The fourth game from the list,
Halo Infinite, which is a famous Xbox series, has the main character, Master
Chief, who kills as many enemies as he can in different missions. The fifth
game from the list, Returnal, is a rogue game where players play as Selene,
traveling across a planet she just crashed on, fighting monsters with an
interesting storyline. The sixth game from the list, Hitman III, which is
about Agent 47 where the player has to be creative when killing enemies
so the player does not expose themself. The seventh game from the list is
Chicory: A Colorful Tale, which is a game about a little dog whose job is to
restore the color of the world because the bunny who controlled all colors
died. The eighth game from the list, and a brand new release after a long wait, is Forza Horizon 5. In our survey, we
learned that Forza Horizon 5 is owned by students Noah S., Chris B., and Julian G. (all 8th grade). Forza Horizon 5 is a car
game, filled from adventure to racing with any of the most popular cars in the country of Mexico. The ninth game,
Inscription, a life or death game, filled with nostalgia and adventure. Lastly, the tenth game is Metroid Dread, a bounty
hunter named Samus Aran on planet ZDR fighting killer robots. All these games are enjoyed by many people all over the
world because of the different adventures and feelings the games provided.

New Gaming Technology
The year of 2022 is going to make a big leap into the metaverse, and
Forbes - an American business magazine - shows the start of that leap,
beginning with Virtual Reality (VR). The VR is computer-based
technology that is a headset with a screen that includes a real-world
feeling. The use of VR also includes the use of artificial intelligence (AI).
The new technology of the VR includes a 3-Dimensional gameplay with
movements from a joystick, gloves, and a VR headset. Virtual Reality can
be accessed on a device such as a PC or plugged into a console, depending
on the VR purchased. Another development coming to the future of
gaming is cloud gaming- already it is something that huge companies like Microsoft, Sony, Google, Nvidia, Tencent, and
Amazon have in production. Cloud gaming is a data center with a more efficient system, and uses 5G to do things such as
offer games to more people, such as the Google Stadia which is a
console, but it has access to the web like a PC. The 8th grade students
who have VR include Xavier D. T., Noah S., Ryan Y., Patrick G., as well
as the 8th grade ELA teacher, Mr. Bensley.

Most Popular Video Games of 2022
The year 2022 hasn’t had a #1 game of the year yet, but there are still
popular games of this year based on how many copies sold. According
to NPD.com, the top 10 of the year so far are: Elden Ring, Gran
Turismo 7, Kirby and the Forgotten Land, MLB: The Show 22, Horizon
II: Forbidden West, Pokemon Legends: Arceus, WWE 2K22, Mario
Kart 8, Call of Duty: Vanguard, and lastly Stranger of Paradise: Final
Fantasy Origin. Some 8th grade students - including Chris B., Andre H., Evan S., Xavier D. T., Noah S., Ryan Y., and Julian G.
- say they play Call of Duty. Other 8th grade students, such as Donte B. and Avalon M. S., play Mario Kart. Elden Ring - a
dark fantasy action role-playing game. Gran Turismo 7 is a racing game with brand new cars and upgraded graphics for a
real race experience. Kirby and the Forgotten Land is a game about a character named Kirby, a famous Nintendo icon, and
must guide him to safety. MLB: The Show 22 is a baseball game with real life characters who are in the MLB or have been
in the MLB ( MLB is major league baseball, by the way). Horizon II: Forbidden West is a game about the character Aloy, a
hunter on a journey. Pokemon Legends: Arceus is a game where
players travel and capture pokemon. WWE 2K22 is a game of
choices and wrestling with updated graphics and gameplay (The
WWE is professional wrestling). Mario Kart 8, a famously known
game for many nintendo characters and exciting racing. Call of
Duty: Vanguard is a shooting game based on World War II. Lastly,
Stranger of Paradise: Final Fantasy Origin is a game about action
and role playing with fantasy and havoc. These games are so
unique in their own ways, which is why they’re loved by so many
people.
Every single game is its own unique, exciting chapter, even though some fall into the same genre, each game creates a
different feeling of fun! In conclusion, video games are enjoyed by many people all over the world.

The Road to Your Future.
Julia J., Dalya G., & Maram F.

Imagine driving down a long narrow road and all of a sudden you encounter a dead-end at the beginning of a
late-night drive. The wind is howling and trees are swaying, you just want to leave, but what road will you
take next? This is how half of the students worldwide feel every
year when choosing what career path to pursue. High school is a
great place to prepare yourself for your future, with many
electives and clubs to choose from. Maybe being in a club that
creates art or one that takes pictures is something you like.
When you go to college you might want to take courses that will
help you pursue that hobby or job. Going to the college that suits
your needs best will also help you succeed in the near future.
There are multiple career choices you could choose from, so
which one will light a spark in your imaginative brain? Sit back,
relax and enjoy the ride as we take you through different areas in
life that could help you prepare for the future ahead of you!
Planning on going to a college or university? Knowing the
requirements for colleges and universities can be helpful in many ways. One way is that it can help better
prepare students to attend the colleges and universities of their choice. The A-G requirements are the same in
all high schools but are different from the requirements of classes you need to take in order to graduate high
school. They list the subjects that students need to take and the number of years required for each one if they
want to go to college or university. This includes history, ELA, math, science, art, foreign language, and
electives. For history, students need one year of world history, and one year of historical geography. For
ELA, students need four years of reading and writing about classic and modern literature. For math, students
need three years of advanced algebra and two years of three-dimensional geometry. For science, students
need two years of either two or all three of the following: biology, chemistry, and physics. For language,
students need two years of a language other than English. For arts, they need one year of either visual or
performing arts, including dance, drama, or music. For electives, they could take an additional year of one of
the A-F requirements or to take an elective such as theater. All of these requirements might sound
overwhelming right now, but fear not! In high school, you will have counselors that will help you pave the
way for college.
Is what you do outside of school going to help prepare you for the job of your choice? What you do after
school is just as important as what you do in school. Colleges will be looking at what extracurricular
activities students were involved in when attending high school. Crimson Education - the world’s leading
university support company - states that getting into an extracurricular activity can improve students’ overall
outlook in school and can provide students the opportunity to explore all of their interests. We surveyed 8th
grade students at CPMS, and learned that about 55% of the students said they were going to Steele Canyon
high school. So, some clubs that are available in Steele Canyon as of 2022 are ASB, Yearbook, Video
Gaming, AVID, Dance, and many many more. Clubs are very important as they help students get involved
with a new community of people who share similar interests. This skill will be very useful and important in a
person's life during and beyond their schooling years. Steele Canyon also has many different sports that
students can become involved in and some of them are volleyball, water polo, tennis, soccer, track and field,
and the list goes on and on! Most of these sports have three different level teams (example: novice, junior

varsity, and varsity). An 8th grade student, Destiny G. said
that she might want to become a professional soccer player
and she intends to do so by joining the varsity team at Steele
Canyon to try to become one of the “good players” who
might receive a scholarship. Getting into a sport can also be
beneficial since it might help manage students’ time better
and they might be able to do more productive things and gain
good habits. If a person excels at a sport, they might be
granted a scholarship to the college of their choice. So, take a
break from all that school work, pick one of the many
activities, and try it out. Don’t worry - students are not
trapped in an activity if they don’t enjoy it, high schools encourage students to try new ones and see which
one best fits their interests. If you don’t find any clubs of your interest, don’t panic because you can always
create one of your own and you never know how many other students you might have helped to get involved
with something they like too. But that’s not all! If clubs and sports are not your thing, you can always help
the community. There is also a requirement in high school stating that students need to complete a certain
number of hours in community service to graduate. For example, you could become a church school teacher
at your place of worship, help out homeless people, volunteer your time at local schools, as well as daycares,
nursing homes, etc. There are so many ways to get involved, and it is always best to at least try an activity
that may have caught your attention.
Knowing what career you want to pursue is a tough decision, so knowing what college you want to go to is
even trickier. College is not that far down the road for CPMS students. Based on our survey results,
approximately 85% of CPMS eighth-graders are planning on going to college/university, and over 70% of
that group know what college or university they want to go to because of their career choice. There are
multiple classes students can take when going to college, and there are always chances they will change their
career paths.
Let’s say you are looking at a college or university that specializes in medical school. Two schools known
for their medical courses are New York University, which is ranked second in the U.S. (according to
educated college alumni) and has a highly ranked School of Medicine. Another is Johns Hopkins University,
great for pursuing a career in anesthesiology and internal medicine as well as being the number one
university for surgery and radiology.
Imagine sitting in a courtroom and getting paid to
argue! Well, for some people that dream is a reality,
so what colleges should they go to for this career?
Some colleges best-known for Law are Yale
University, this Ivy League school is known for
Business / Corporate Law, Constitutional Law,
Criminal Law, Dispute Resolution, Environmental
Law, Health Care Law, Intellectual Property Law,
Tax Law, and finally Trial Advocacy. Yale sure
knows what they are doing in the legal system! The
second college is the University of Michigan and
this University is ranked tenth place in the world
for its law courses, as stated by a U.S. news and
reports center. You might be wondering which colleges specialize in Economics. Columbia University is a
great school for this field, holding a rank of 18th place for its econ classes in the world. If you are after
something more local, University of California-Irvine is ranked 38th. Not as high, but it might cater to your
needs more. The University of Pennsylvania is excelling as well in this department being 9th in economics

and 8th in microeconomics in the world! Do you want to help build an aircraft, memorial, houses,
monuments, or things sent up to space? If so, the best college for engineering is MIT (or Massachusetts
Institute of Technology), known for their math and science systems for undergraduates but are most popular
for their three engineering courses: Bioengineering, Mechanical Engineering, and Astronautical/Space
Engineering. At Stanford University, the second most popular major for incoming freshmen is engineering.
All this information might seem like a lot to comprehend but you should consider college specialties. For
more information about these different colleges we can recommend going to USnews.com, this site will
show you different colleges and their specialties as well as other important information you might need to
know when considering your options.
Even though people might know what they want to be when they grow up, it is not an absolute for their
future. Did you know that over 80% of college students switch their majors? That is about 15.5 million
college attendees who change their minds in the middle of the school year as stated by FRANK - a website
published by a group of authors who work with colleges to help students reach success. Going straight to a
four-year undergrad college or university straight out of high school could help students get a degree faster,
especially if they want to change their careers. They could earn money quicker since they will be able to do
what they love in a shorter amount of time. Getting a degree at a younger age will also help a person get
more job opportunities. However, if they switch their career, they might have to deal with more courses
which will all add up and might put them in debt. At CPMS, 74% of eighth-graders know what they want to
be, but how many of them do you think will
stay on that path? Mr. Riley, our magnificent
8th-grade math teacher, first started as an
accountant since it was the job with the most
openings at that time. But, even though he
wanted to be an accountant, he changed his
career: “I enrolled in a Master in Education
program so that I could earn a teaching
credential. I made this change to better suit
my personal goals. I wanted to be more
involved in my son's life. Teaching allowed
me to be home every night rather than the
more extensive overnight travel required as a business manager.”As Mr. Riley understands, putting your
family first is important when you grow up because they’re the ones who will be your biggest supporters in
the end. Our spectacular 8th grade science teacher, Ms. Spencer, took a major in university on medicine and
earned a bachelor's degree in pre-veterinary medicine, but she chose to work as a teacher in a middle school
in California. Ms. Spencer had three boys and had to take care of them but she felt that she could do more so
she “decided to become a science teacher and attended CSU - San Marcos middle-level credential program,
as they had a program specifically for middle school teachers.” Even though many people change their
career paths, some keep on going with what they had already decided like Mrs. Mellinger and Mr. Bensley.
When asked what part of his life he knew he wanted to become a teacher, our exceptional 8th grade English
teacher, Mr. Bensley, stated that he knew he wanted to be a teacher when he was a high schooler. Our
diligent 8th grade history teacher, Mrs. Mellinger, explained “I always knew I wanted to be a history teacher
and thought about double majoring in art as well. However, due to time, I decided to focus solely on my
history degree.” We are lucky to have her as our teacher! These examples show that the career you choose is
not always set in stone, yet some people enjoy their job so much that it becomes a large accomplishment.
You never know what career might spark your interest in the near future when attending college and beyond.
With all of this information to consider, there will always be another road you can take that will guide you to
your future, however, it is up to you to decide how you will let your future rollout.

The Cliffhanger NBA Playoff Series
Patrick G. & Andre H.
Regular Season Recap
The NBA regular season was very exciting and there were crazy game winners and dunks.
Devin Booker, Chris Paul, and the West Conference teams needed a solution to prove
themselves after last season's six game finals loss to the Milwaukee Bucks. The Phoenix
Suns ended with an amazing record with the league's best regular season record - 18
losses and 64 wins. But this was not enough for them to get back to the Championship
round.
The Memphis Grizzlies and the Golden State Warriors were dominating with very few losses
and a large amount of wins. For the East, the Bucks had 51 wins and 31 losses because
Jrue Holiday had one of the best seasons of his award winning career. Giannis was very
consistent and had good mid range shots. He helped his team a lot, and made his team
good with all the rebounds. The Miami Heat had 53 wins and 29 losses because they were
very protective of the paint and had
strong wings like Tucker and Butler. Miami
Heat has a very established team with all
of the players averaging a good amount of
points. The Boston Celtics had 51 wins
and 31 losses because Jayson Tatum was
playing very well and was unstoppable.
The 76ers had 51 wins and 31 losses. The
Raptors had 48 wins and 38 loses because
Alvin Willams was helping them by being
dominant in the paint. The Bulls had 46
wins and 36 losses because Lonzo Ball has
an insane court vision and puts
tremendous effort on both ends of the
court. The Nets had 44 wins and 38 loses because Kevin Durant was dominating his fades
and rarely missed a shot. The Hawks had 43 wins and 39 losses because Trae Young was
not missing his shots and was not very consistent. The Cleveland Cavaliers had 44 wins and
38 losses because their team wasn't very consistent. The Hornets had 43 wins and 39
losses because Lamelo Ball had no one to get his rebounds. The Knicks had 37 wins and 35
losses because all their good players were injured. The Wizards had 35 wins and 47 losses
because their defense was lacking. The Pacers had 25 wins and 57 losses because all their
good players left the team, which downgraded the team and made them lose countless
games. The Pistons had 23 wins and 59 losses because most players were injured. The
Orlando Magic had 22 wins and 66 losses - an awful season. That is each team's record for
the Eastern Conference.
In the Western Conference, the Phoenix Suns had 64 wins and 18 losses due to their

chemistry and their good communication skills. The Memphis Grizzlies had 56 wins and 26
losses because Ja Morant was blocking so many shots and was dominating the paint on
offense. The Golden State Warriors had 53
wins and 29 losses due to Stephen Curry being
very consistent from the 3-pointer. The Dallas
Mavericks had 52 wins and 30 losses because
Luka Doncic had unstoppable playmaking and
made most shots. The Utah Jazz had 49 wins
and 39 losses because Donovan Mitchell and
Rudy Gobert had dominant seasons. The
Denver Nuggets had 48 wins and 34 losses
because Nikola Jokic had a major impact for
shooting and rebounding. The Minnesota
Timberwolves had 46 wins and 36 losses because they had Karl Anthony Towns, who was
playing better than he normally has in the past. The Pelicans had 36 wins and 46 losses.
The Clippers had 42 wins and 40 loses because Brandon Ingram was very aggressive. The
Spurs had 34 wins and 48 losses because their team was lacking on their shots. The Lakers
had 33 wins and 49 losses because most of their team was injured. The Kings had 30 wins
and 52 losses because their defense was lacking and they did not have good players. The
Trailblazers had 27 wins and 55 losses because Damian Lillard was injured. The Thunder
had a record of 24 wins and 54 losses because losing Steven Adams meant that they could
not get too many rebounds. The Houston Rockets had 20 wins and 62 losses because they
traded all of their good players, so they were left with no star players. That is all of the
Western Conference records by order.
Some things we were surprised by this season were Anothony Davis getting injured
countless times and we were surprised that Nikola Jokic got MVP over Stephen Curry, Ja
Morant, and Jason Tatum because those players had more points and had better stats than
Nikola Jokic.
CPMS Student Thoughts
We interviewed some 8th graders and we learned that the favorite players of CPMS
students who were competing in the NBA playoffs were Devin Booker and Steph Curry who received 22.2% each. The teams that 8th graders most wanted to win were the
Warriors and Suns - who received 33.3% each. The player our 8th grade classmates think
shoots best in the NBA playoffs is Steph Curry. The 8th graders we interviewed think the
most skillful player in the NBA playoffs is also Steph Curry, which was at 44.4%. The final
question we asked our 8th grade classmates was which player they think is the strongest
player in the NBA playoffs, and the winner was Zion Williamson with 77.8% of the vote.
First Round of the Playoffs
The winners of the first round were the Phoenix Suns, Golden State Warriors, Memphis
Grizzlies, and the Dallas Mavericks. The teams knocked out were the Jazz, Nuggets, Nets,
Pelicans, Bulls, Raptors, and the Hawks. From these results, we were surprised by the Nets
losing to the Celtics 4-0 because Nets have good players like Kevin Durant and Kyrie Irving.

We weren't surprised that the Warriors won because Curry was unguardable from the
3-point line. The Eastern Conference winners in this round were Boston Celtics, Milwaukee
Bucks, Philadelphia 76ers, and the Miami Heat. For the Western Conference, winners were
the Golden State Warriors, Dallas Mavericks,
Memphis Grizzlies, and the Phoenix Suns.
Second Round of the Playoffs
Midway through the Warriors-Grizzlies series, Ja
Morant was injured by Jordan Poole. In Game 4,
the Warriors’ defense was not so good and the
Grizzlies constantly scored in the game, but the
Warriors were able to win. In Game 5 the Warriors
had a bad day against the Memphis Grizzlies. They
were playing very slow. The Grizzlies’ defense was unstoppable, they kept on blocking the
Warriors, which made it hard for the Warriors to score. They could guard people very well
without Ja Morant and they clamped up Steph Curry who is the star player for the Warriors.
In the end, the Warriors beat the Grizzlies.
The Boston Celtics dominated the Bucks because of players like Jayson Tatum, Jaylen
Brown, and Marcus Smart. Their defense was very good - especially Jayson Tatum’s
lockdown defense. In Game 5 the Bucks were winning by 14 points against the Celtics with
some great defense. The Bucks were ahead in the series, and Giannis was having great
shooting nights as Milwaukee dominated the rebounds. Jrue Holiday played great defense
and the Bucks were beating Boston. In the end, Boston won Games 6 and 7 by lots of
points.
Other teams that were competing were the Miami Heat vs the 76ers; and Phoenix Suns vs
Dallas Mavericks. The Miami Heat now advanced to the Eastern Conference Finals. The
76ers were lacking on rebounds and their defense was not the best, even with star player
Joel Embiid. The Miami Heat won the series 4-2.
For the Suns vs. Mavericks, the final score in Game 7 was 123-90, with the Mavericks
winning. The Suns were beaten by 33 points! The Mavericks win meant they were now
advancing to the Western Conference. The Suns did have some good games and at times
destroyed the scoring ability of the Dallas
Mavericks by tightening up the defense. In Game
7 for the Phoenix Suns and the Dallas Mavericks,
we were surprised that the Phoenix Suns lost
because they had the best record out of every
team in the regular season. But Luka scored a lot
of points for Dallas and the Suns were not playing
well. It was almost like the Mavericks gave up
because of how many points Luka scored at the
end of the game.

Third Round of the playoffs
Dallas vs Warriors (Game 1): This game was defined by Draymond Green blocking
Jaren Jackson’s shot. The Dallas Mavericks tried their best, but their playmaking was not
the best because the Warriors kept on getting back-to-back steals. Luka Doncic tried to
carry his team to win the first round. Curry scored 11 points in the third quarter giving the
Warriors their biggest lead at 78-6. Curry scored 31 points, defeating the Mavericks
109-100 with a 3-0 lead in the Western Conference finals. Doncic scored 40 points and beat
the first quarter buzzer with the Mavericks now trailing up 2-0. Some other highlights were
Doncic averaging 28.4 points, 9.1 rebounds and 8.7
assists for the Mavericks. Curry was scoring 25.5
points per game with 5.2 rebounds and 6.3 assists
for the Warriors. Some injuries that happened
during this round of the playoffs were on the
Mavericks Tim Hardaway Jr. is out for injuring his
foot. On the Warriors Gary Payton is out for injuring
his elbow James Wiseman is out for the season for
injuring his knee the last player that was injured is
Andre Iguodala and he is out his neck. The Warriors
won this game by 25 points!
Dallas vs Warriors (Game 4): For Game 4 on May 24th, Doncic had 30 points and 14
rebounds, and the Warriors were beaten by the Mavericks with a score of 119-109. At this
stage we would not have been surprised if the Warriors went on to win the series because
they only needed to win one more game and the
Dallas Mavericks still needed to win three. Also,
for the Warriors two next games they would have
home court advantage. Steph Curry was not
playing his best, however, the Warriors showed
incredible effort. Some other things that
happened in this game were that the Golden
State Warriors were up 31-29 after a jumper by
Moses Moody, then they had only made one
basket in the next seven minutes. A 3-pointer
was also made by Davis Bertans which put the Mavericks in the lead for good. The
Mavericks also had a 62-47 halftime score after Doncic drove for a hard layup which was a
response to Curry’s basket at the other end. Then Luka kept on frustrating the Warriors
with good shots and very consistent assists. The Warriors played great but the Dallas
Mavericks had a better game with Luka having 30 points. The Warriors kept on trying to
make a comeback but Dallas kept on scoring back to back shots and it was hard for the
Warriors to make a comeback in the 4th quarter. In the end the Mavericks won this by 10
points, but Warriors won the following game by 10 to take the series.

Miami Heat vs Boston Celtics (Game 1): In Game 1 of this series, Jimmy Butler had 24
out of his 42 points by half time, and he was dominating the Celtics. The Miami Heat were
dominating the 3rd quarter and winning by a lot. Jayson Taytum had 27 points and a lot of
rebounds and blocks. The Miami Heat defense was lacking and it was easy for the Boston
Celtics and a lot of players scored plenty of points. Marcus Smart was playing very well. He
had a triple-double, which is an incredibly hard thing to accomplish. He is a very athletic
player! The Miami Heat were playing lazily, and they didn't drive in as much, and their shots
were lacking. But the Boston Celtics came in strong with aggressive plays. They were
dominating the paint and not missing their shots and the final score came out to be Boston
Celtics 127, and Miami Heat 102.
Celtics vs Heat (Game 2) Miami Heat was
down by 10 points in the first opening minutes of
this game. The Celtics were holding home court
advantage in this game. The final score was
127-102, and the Celtics won. The Celtics defense
was off, they left Miami's best shooters open for
quick 3-pointers that gave the Heat many
opportunities in the same game, then at the
five-minute mark of the first quarter Grant
Williams went into the game. From that point forward this game changed for the Celtics.
This game changed because the Boston Celtics absolutely destroyed the Miami Heat over
17 minutes of the first half of Game 2.
Celtics vs Heat (Game 3): The Celtics never led, and Miami Heat had a 109-103 victory.
The loss to Miami cost the Celtics home court advantage in the Eastern Conference finals.
Adebeyo had a good amount of assists, and this game gave the Miami Heat their new best
postseason record of 19 steals. Jaylen Brown was playing amazing - he scored a 3-pointer
to finish off with 40 points, but the Celtics never came any
closer with a final score of 109-103 with the Celtics down
by 6 points. In Game 3, the Miami Heat were up by 27 at
half time with Bam Adebayo making sure that the team
was playing very well. The Miami Heat had very good
chemistry and playmaking which made them take the win
and had lockdown defense. The Boston Celtics in Game 3
were good but they kept on getting blocked. They kept on
rushing to the paint and they kept on taking contested shots, and their defense was
lacking.
Celtics vs Heat (Game 4): The Miami Heat did not have their best game. They left
Jayson Tatum on the court with an injured neck. In the end, Boston won by 20 points!
Jayson Tatum scored 31 points and was dominating the paint, and the Heat defense was
good but not good enough to stop Jayson Tatum. The Miami Heat kept on shooting

contested shots because the Celtics were playing lockdown defense. The Miami Heat were
playing very badly in the beginning with 15 shots
made and 16 shots missed. The Heat finished with
23 turnovers in Game 4, and the Celtics finished
with only 9 turnovers.
Celtics vs Heat (Game 6) The Miami Heat played
very well, but Jimmy Butler tried his best to make
Game 7 happen! He did it with 40 points due to
shooting 3-pointers very consistently. The Celtics
tried to force a win. The final score ended up being
111 to 103, and Miami were victorious.
Celtics vs Heat (Game 7): Jaylen Brown played very well with a whopping 40 points and
led his team to the finals. Instead of going to overtime, Jimmy Butler wanted to finish the
game with a three… but it didn't go too well! Butler missed the shot and then the Boston
Celtics moved on to the NBA Championship series, against the Golden State Warriors.
Championship Series: Warriors vs Celtics
Game 1: On Thursday the 2nd of June, the Championship series tipped off with the Boston
Celtics defeating the Golden State Warriors. Highlights of the game included Jaylen Brown
scoring 24 points. He was unstoppable, and his handles helped him have this incredible
game. The Warriors were playing well with a close match up in the beginning of the game
but then their defense was lacking and then the Celtics had a big lead. At the end of the
game, Warriors tried to make a comeback but they couldn't because there was not enough
time from the Boston Celtics holding the ball and wasting time. The final score was 120
Boston Celtics and 108 Warriors.
Game 2: On Sunday June 5th,
Golden State Warriors defeated the
Boston Celtics. Stars of the game
included Steph Curry, who hit an
amazing 29 points and added 6
rebounds, 4 assists, and 3 steals in
the 3rd quarter alone! The Warriors
beat the Celtics with a final score of
107-88. In this game Jordan Poole
finished with 17 points for the
Warriors and then in the third quarter
it took a turn with a two point
halftime lead. And then the Warriors had scored the first 6 points at the start of the fourth
quarter. For the Celtics, Jayson Tatum scored 21 of 28 points in the first half. Some of the

highlights of this game were the Celtics trailed by just a single possession at halftime and
the Warriors outscored Boston 35-14 in the third period, which brought the Celtics down a
lot. Jayson Tatum however scored an outstanding 28 points, and Jaylen Brown started off
strong but started struggling the rest of the way, finishing with 17 points. This game ended
with a final score of 107-88, with the Warriors beating the Celtics by 19 points.
Game 3: On Wednesday June 8th, the Boston Celtics defeated the Golden State Warriors.
Game 3 was a spectacular game for the Celtics; some of the best performances were
Jaylen Brown scoring 27 points, Jayson Tatum scoring 26. Also, Marcus Smart added 24
points. The Celtics’ defensive effort that held the Warriors to 11 points in the fourth quarter.
On the Warriors Stephen Curry led the Warriors with 31 points and six 3-pointers.
Game 4: On Friday June 10th, the Golden State Warriors defeated the Boston Celtics.
Highlights of the game included Steph Curry destroying the Boston Celtics with so many
points. He scored 43 points and was unguardable. But the Boston Celtics had a good game
with Jayson Tatum scoring 23 points. The final score ended up being 107 for the Golden
State Warriors to 97 for the Boston Celtics.
Game 5: On Monday June 13th, the Golden State Warriors defeated the Boston Celtics.
Surprisingly, the game included Steph Curry going 0-7 and Andrew Wiggens taking the
stats of Steph Curry by helping his team with 26 points. For the Celtics, Jayson Tatum tried
his best to win the game with 27 points, but
the Celtics defense did not play as well because
they couldn't guard Andrew Wiggens.
Draymond Green beat his record for most
points that he scored in the NBA Finals. After
Curry’s 43 point performance in the earlier
game, in this game he only contributed 16
points and eight assists but was 0 for 9 from
the 3-point range. The Warriors beat the Celtics
with the Score being 104-94. Jaylen Brown was
not doing so well after he was 2 for 11 at the start of the game and finished with 18 points
on a 5-of-18 shooting and missed all five of his 3-pointers. Some highlights from the Celtics
were Robert Williams III had a decent game with 10 points and 8 rebounds after being
injured in Game 4. On the Warriors, Gary Payton II had 15 points off the bench and Jordan
Poole had 14 points.
Game 6: On Thursday the 16th of June, the Golden State Warriors became NBA
Champions once again! After trailing 1-0 and 2-1, The Warriors won the last three games in
the NBA Finals, which handed the Celtics their first three-game losing streak since
December. The defense for the Warriors was what really made them win these last three
games. These were the two best defensive teams in the regular season. In this final match,
Steph Curry scored 34 points, including six 3-pointers. After the game, he was named
Finals MVP - proving those CPMS student predictions to have been very wise! Jaylen Brown

led the Celtics with 34 points but Jayson Tatum finished with just 13 points, and just
shooting 6 of 18 - incredible! Boston also committed 22 turnovers, which cost them. Boston
tried to fight back in the third quarter by finding their range from beyond - making six
3-pointers in the quarter. The Warriors won the game with a final score of 103-90 for their
fourth title in the last eight seasons - and the team’s seventh Championship overall.
This NBA series was great with all the games played especially for the Warriors and how
they won the Finals. But some of the best things to come out of this season was Curry
being named Finals MVP and the Warriors winning the Championship. Also one more
amazing thing that happened were the Warriors winning those final three games and
ending the series 4-2, which was breathtaking for the fans.

The Three Extravagant GOATs
Frankie F. & Julian G. & Ryan Y.
When you think about the word “goat” do you think about the farm animal that climbs mountains
and produces milk, or people who are great at what they do? We will be talking about Three Big
GOATS - Tom Brady, Tupac, and Spongebob - and how they became the Greatest Of All Time; the
GOATs they are today.
Tom Brady is a 44 year old quarterback in the NFL, and in the past five years the average age of
quarterbacks in the NFL is twenty-five years, which clearly makes him way above average. He has
played for the Patriots and the Buccaneers for a total of twenty-two outstanding years in his very
long career. Tom Brady has seven Super Bowl
titles next to his name, six with the Patriots and one
with the Buccaneers. When Tom Brady first started
no one expected much from him, but as soon as
Brady set foot onto the field he defied all their
expectations. Of the 8th grade students we
surveyed, half think that Tom Brady is the best
quarterback ever, while the other half disagrees.
Eighty two percent of the students we surveyed
know that Tom Brady has seven rings. We think
that Tom Brady is the best because of his stats and
his performances at his games, and because of his
ability to elevate the play of everyone around him
and bring out the best in his teammates. Tom Brady can be identified as the greatest quarterback of
all time in the NFL because of his stats. We know that Tom Brady has earned lots of achievements
during his ongoing career, and that he has a total of 84,520 passing yards and has 624 touchdowns.
He also has won an incredible seven Super Bowl wins, from his nine appearances in the Super Bowl.
This is more than any other quarterback. A quarterback
right below Tom Brady is Peyton Manning, Peyton
Manning has 71,940 passing yards and 539 touchdowns,
and also has two Super Bowl wins and four appearances,
this just proves how amazing Tom Brady’s stats are. Tom
Brady has had such a great career that he has been
awarded a spot into the Hall Of Fame. Tom Brady is
currently the GOAT of American football. Who we
believe for certain will be on their level is Joe Burrow,
the quarterback of the Cincinnati Bengals.
Tupac is a rapper who had a short career of five years before he was murdered on September 13,
1996. In this short time, Tupac became very famous in the 1990s, and his music showed both his raw
talent and poetic skill. We surveyed ten CPMS students and learned that half think that Tupac’s
music is good and think that he is quoted a lot, while the other half think that there are better rappers.
These people are just going off the knowledge they know about Tupac, and not knowing enough
information about a person can often cloud someone's judgment, so hopefully this article enlightens

them. We know that Tupac climbed high in his
rapping career quickly, and when someone
escalates that swiftly in their career it means that
they had something special to offer, which
allowed Tupac to ascend rapidly. Tupac was able
to rise up in his career so swiftly because he had
skill and talent to offer to the rap industry and
presented him the opportunities to get offered a
bunch of labels. One of the biggest labels he
joined is Death Row records. Popular
entertainment website Billboard.com lists Tupac's
top six songs: 1. “To Live & Die in LA''; 2. “Dear
Mama”; 3. “California Love”; 4. “So Many
Tears''; 5. “Hail Mary”; and 6. “Keep Ya Head Up”. Tupac’s incredible legacy is explained succinctly
at Biography.com: “In death, Tupac became an icon symbolizing noble struggle and inequality.”
Once “Tupac got portrayed as a ‘gun-toting gangster’ when really he was just protecting himself.”
Biography.com embellished this event by describing how this “case illustrated the misrepresentation
of African American males,” which Tupac was rapping about in some of his songs. Tupac was also
included in some drama with Biggie Smalls. As described by
Billboard.com, “their rivalry was fast becoming hip hop’s most
famous - and ugliest - beef.” After a short period of three
months, Tupac was murdered in a drive-by. The struggle and
hardship Tupac went through was what inspired his music and
acted as his “stress outlet,” which is why he was able to climb in
his career so quickly. In death, it just caused the struggle he went
through to make him that much more of an icon. Some famous
rappers, singers, and actresses who honor his “music, realness,
and legacy” are Zendaya, Snoop Dogg, Ed Sheeran, Nas, and
these are just some of the famous people who Tupac has been an
inspiration too and who honored him in death. How he
influenced these people in death is by being a model, rapper, and
because he “spoke passionately about how the society helped
him grow as a man.” Tupac set a path for rappers and made the
future of rap more popular and possible. In our opinion, Steven
Luis will be the next GOAT of rap.
Spongebob Squarepants is a show about a sponge who lives in a pineapple under the sea. One of
the most iconic cartoons in history, it has been around since May 1, 1999 and has been creating a fun
childhood for kids since then. The show revolves around Spongebob, his friends, and the Bikini
Bottom. One of its more popular episodes is “The Secret Box/Band Geeks” with a whopping 9.7 out
of 10 rating, the first part of the episode is about this box Patrick keeps at all times and Spongebob
gets super curious about what he is hiding in that box. In the second part of the episode, Spongebob
gathers up his group of friends so they can play their music at a show. There are plenty of laughs
along the way. Spongebob has also won a total of five Emmy awards. The Spongebob franchise has
developed into many things, for example Spongebob toys, musicals, and movies; this just shows how

far and wide the affection for Spongebob has spread. Interestingly, Spongebob didn't start with an
enormous amount of popularity; it became really popular when its second season came out on
October 26, 2000. Some characters from
Spongebob have had their own spinoff shows,
for example, Patrick Star getting his own show.
However, people have said the spinoffs, like the
Patrick Star show, don't compare to the original
Spongebob show at all. There have been
Spongebob movies released, and they have
been fantastic! They have been getting good
percentages on film-rating website Rotten
Tomatoes: the lowest being 67 percent and
highest being 81 percent. The movies also get
good ratings on film website IMDb - the lowest being 6/10 and the highest being 7.1/10. Also,
Spongebob has become the face of Nickelodeon. Any time Nickelodeon is on, Spongebob is there.
Nickelodeon still runs old episodes to this day because of how good the episodes are, and no one in
their right mind hates Spongebob. Spongebob isn’t the only good character in the show, people also
like Mr. Krabs and Patrick. We learned this by surveying CPMS students what their favorite
character was and Mr. Krabs and Patrick each earned 23.6% of the vote. It was also asked if
Spongebob was their favorite cartoon and only three students did not agree with this. This is why
Spongebob is the GOAT of cartoons. In our opinion, Moonlight will be the next GOAT of television
shows.
In conclusion, these are the three GOATs who are the best in their field of work. But these GOATs
aren’t GOATs because of their work; they are GOATs because their work inspired other people.
Tupac inspires people with his music, Tom Brady inspires people with his plays, and Spongebob
Squarepants inspires kids with his show. They have each had a positive effect on the world.
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Xavier D. T., Noa S., Eva S.
Do you want to watch people risk their lives and do what they love? Have you ever wanted to watch something
different than plain old sports like football? X Games is an extreme sports competition that is broadcast
worldwide with many fans and participants. The X Games started
on June 24, 1995 - and it is still occurring today! There are nine unique
action sports, including the three sports we will discuss :
skateboarding, snowboarding, and motocross. When you think of an
event full of action sports, what do you think of?
X Games has many different action sports, so it needs a different
terrain for each, so that’s why there are many destinations to host
the X Games - such as Rhode Island in the years of 1995 and 1996.
This venue was the first ever X Games event to be held and it started off this amazing era of extreme sports.
California was a venue where the X Games took place many times in 1997-2000, and 2003-2012. California is
the most common place to hold the X Games due to the influx of popularity over the years and having the
highest fan count out of any other venue. In 2001-2002, the X Games took place in
Philadelphia for the first time which ended up being a big success. In 2013, the X
Games were hosted in three different places: Barcelona, Los Angeles, and Brazil. In
each of these places they had different sports scheduled due to the natural terrain
and geological features. The X Games took place in Austin in 2014-2016 and this was
one of the most popular venues the X Games event had ever had. In 2017-2020, the
X Games took place in Minneapolis, which was the city’s first time hosting any big
multisport event. Lastly in 2021, the X Games was hosted in Japan, which enticed
sport lovers to watch it on TV and in person.
The X Games was created by ESPN in 1995 with eight different extreme sports that
includes Bungee Jumping, Eco Challenge, Inline Skateboarding, Skateboarding, Sky Surfing, Sport Climbing,
Street Luge, and BMX. The X Games have many different action sports, a different terrain is needed for each.
Snowboarding and skiing require snow. However, skateboarding and BMX do not need snow. The X Games
became popularized by ESPN broadcasting the event to people all over the world, which led to a huge increase in
viewers. The X Games showed people that skateboarding, motocross, and snowboarding are closely related and
just as fun to watch as basketball, football, and some of the more common sports. There have been many
peculiar and different sports from the more common ones such as sky surfing, which first took place in San
Diego in the 1995 X Games.
Skateboarding was one of the first sports introduced to the X Games. This helped skateboarding grow much
bigger than it previously was. Certain achievements, such as Tony Hawk’s 900º (which is two and a half full
spins) caused an influx of popularity in skateboarding in 1999 at the X Games in San Francisco. There are
different types of skateboarding which need different styles of ramp. When skating street, they use rails and
stairs; but when skating transitions, they use bowls, vert ramps, and mega ramps. Vert ramps and mega ramps
are usually made out of wood, but streets and bowls are almost always concrete. In this event, the gear depends
on the type of skating. Transition skateboarding is where people do airs and grinds and land back into a ramp.

Airs are when the skater leaves the ramp in the air with just the board. Grinds are when the board or the trucks
touch the coping, which is at the top of most ramps. Also, people wear pads and helmets on transition, but in
street skateboarding, it depends on the skater's age
and whether they want to or not.
Gui Khury is a 13 year old skateboarder from Brazil. At
the age of only 12, he won the 2021 X Games by
performing the first ever 1080º - which is three full
spins on a vert ramp. Gui won against adults who were
more experienced and much older than him. In 2020,
Felipe Gustavo won the street X Games which took
place on rails and ledges, this was one of Felipe's
dreams that he had accomplished. People who have
won the X Games are well known for the amazing
things that they have been able to achieve over their
years of training. Andrea Benitez, a kid who wanted to pursue her dreams of being a pro skater when she grew
up, followed her goals and let those dreams guide her throughout her life, which made her into an outstanding
pro skater. Andrea Benitez started skateboarding before the age of 10 years old and continued to skate into her
adult years. Her first trick was a “shuv it”, which is when the skateboarder kicks the board in a 180º rotation.
Andrea continues to learn new tricks and get better, which led
her to get multiple sponsors by a variety of companies at the
age of 14. She won two X Games women's championships in
her career, which led to a deluge of fans. At 14, she was
traveling around the world going to different championships
and events. And then not long after she became a participant
in the X Games, in which she won over five gold medals. Felipe
Gustavo, who had a dream of being a pro skater when he grew
up, became a reality when he won street skateboarding in the
X Games. Felipe Gustavo won many gold medals for his
skateboarding skills and was said to be one of the best skaters
in 2016. Marcus Kleveland got a score of 82.00 during a competition in snowboarding. This was achieved by the
phenomenal tricks that he did on many different surfaces. Our peers at CPMS have many opinions on the X
Games, both positive and negative. For example Andre H. (8th grade) said that he thought that other sports
were better like basketball, but Ayslinn N. (8th grade) said that she thinks X Games is interesting and she would
watch it. Our opinion on skateboarding is that it is a cool and unique sport that takes a lot of time and effort to
get good at, similar to many other sports.
Snowboarding was invented in 1965 by Sherman Poppen, an
engineer for a chemical and gas corporation. One day
Sherman bolted together his daughter's skies to create a
stand up board that can surf the snowy dunes. Sadly,
Sherman died at the age of 89 on July 31 2019 - but the sport
he invented lives on! Snowboarding became popular in the
1980s especially in the USA, then spread throughout the
world. People can’t just snowboard anywhere; they need
access to the snow and access to snow gear and equipment,

which includes goggles, snow boots, a thick jacket, and an optional beanie. The different types of snowboarding
events in the X Games are men's snowboard slopestyle, women's snowboard big air, women's snowboard
superpipe, and men's snowboard big air. Big air is when the person on the board goes off of a ramp getting a lot
of air time. Three of the most famous X Games winners for snowboarding are Jamie Anderson, Shaun White,
and Marcus Parrot. These three people won gold medals at the X Games more than once and even surpassed 10
gold medals in the Winter Olympics in Aspen and many other venues. Some of our peers at CPMS thought that
snowboarding is better than skateboarding and other popular sports, but some disagreed and said other sports
were better. For example, Ayslinn N. (8th grade) said that she preferred snowboarding because it would not hurt
as bad when falling but Dylan A. (8th grade) said that skateboarding is better. We think that snowboarding is a
very fun but hard and technical sport that we enjoy watching because it is good to change sometimes from more
common sports. Watching snowboarding through the X Games has its own special feeling that makes it more
enjoyable to watch. Watching the X Games makes people feel like snowboarding is one of the coolest sports due
to the crazy tricks and skills they use.
Motocross - also known as MotoX - is used with dirt bikes where people compete mostly on a dirt track which
contains obstacles for them to evade and jump. The first ever event for MotoX took place in 1924 held in
Camberley Surrey, to the most recent MotoX event on May 29 2021 at fox Raceway national in Pala California.
Jose Yanez was the first man to do a backflip on a dirt bike in 1984; this made him popular immediately due to
the amount of people that have performed this stunt
and failed. This amazing stunt that Jose Yanez did
made the sport more enjoyable to watch and also
made the overall idea of BMX biking more popular in
1991. In MotoX people can compete in various ways
such as freestyling or actual racing which both are
popular. MotoX events at the X Games are judged
professionally and are more strict than other regular
sports. In 1999, in the X Games Travis Pastrana was
competing in a race when he achieved the highest
score ever recorded in history, which was a 99.0. This
scoring is determined by how well the rider performs their stunts, so the judges rate it on how well the trick was
performed. What made Travis Pastrana’s amazing ride a 99.0 is that it was a series of tricks that were done to
perfection - it blew the judges away! In 2006 he achieved three gold medals in an X Games freestyle event. Our
thoughts on motocross are that it is fun to watch and it is a very hard sport because it is extremely dangerous
and hard to master. Our 8th grade peers at CPMS mostly know what Moto X is, but there are a range of opinions.
Julian G. said that it is fun and that he doesn't watch it. Justin H. thinks it's boring but he has only played Moto X
in video games. Giselle B. watches Moto X only when her brother is watching it. Other 8th grade students, like
Destiny G. and Sandra C., think that it's a cool sport when they do stunts. Overall, for the most part, most of our
peers at CPMS do not watch this sport, but they do think that it is interesting.
The next known event in the X Games is going to be in Japan for the first time. In the next upcoming X Games
the participants will be skateboarding and Motor X. These two sports have some of the biggest fan bases out of
all the sports in the X Games and will continue to grow for as long as the sport goes on. Sports such as
skateboarding and snowboarding were not recognized as a sport but just as a hobby, but we feel like X Games
and the Olympics have really helped change that.

Urban Legends
Alana K. & Danica R.
“Which is the true nightmare, the horrific dream that you have in your sleep or the dissatisfied reality that awaits you
when you awake?” - Justin Alcala (author of the ghost story “A Dead-End Job”).
Urban legends have long captivated people’s interest with their exciting tales. The urban legends mentioned in this
article may or may not be real, but all are potentially dangerous. The games can leave a permanent haunting, so we
advise you to continue with caution! Many people view these legends as just superstition, but if you ever encounter
any of these we advise you to leave immediately! For these reasons, the following tales were chosen to inform you of
the possible dangers surrounding the urban legends that have entertained people for centuries.

Skinwalkers
Skinwalkers are creatures that can possess or mimic the appearance and sound of other animals and humans. Due to
skinwalkers shapeshifting and mimicking the appearance of other animals and people, there is a chance that we see
them almost daily and not notice because of how good they act! Skinwalkers are a legend of the Navajo Nation, the
Navajo people are Native American and live in the Southwest of the United
States. Skinwalkers have been mentioned in Navajo lore for a long time. The
Navajo people are not the only ones who believe in skinwalkers and have had it
as lore for centuries, the Pueblo, Apache, and Hopi people also have tales of the
skinwalker. Though the Navajo people refuse to give much information about
the skinwalker, some people claim that skinwalkers were medicine men and
women who were originally proposed to get rid of evil but some had abused the
magic and had been gifted the evil powers to change into other species. The
transforming or mimicking of another varies with every tradition but all of the
traditions have the same outcome - someone being able to transform by
mimicking the appearance and sound of an animal or specific person.
Skinwalkers are said to prefer to be a coyote, crow, owl, or human. Due to the
varying traditions, there can also be more than one type of skinwalker, but the
one mentioned in this section is the anti-’jhnii. Though all skinwalkers according to the Navajo English Dictionary - are yee naaldlooshii (this word can
be looked up using any Navajo English Dictionary), meaning “by means of it, it
goes on all fours.” Although the skinwalker may seem like a fable, there have been many sightings of skinwalkers especially near Skinwalker Ranch in Utah. We surveyed 8th grade students about these legends, and almost 40% of
CPMS students have heard about skinwalkers, but only 8% find them to be the scariest out of the other legends in
this article. When told about skinwalkers, Mr. Bensley (8th grade ELA teacher) commented, “I think I would be
pretty frightened! Running away might be my first response.” Another response to this Urban Legend is by Justin H.
(8th grade), who said “I would be frightened.”

Robert the Doll
Robert the Doll is a haunted doll that is 118 years old and was made in Germany, by the Steiff company. Robert's
purpose was not originally supposed to be a doll; he was supposed to be a mannequin to display as a clown or jester.
Robert the doll is 3 feet tall and stuffed with straw, and is dressed in a
20th-century sailor suit. His owner was named Robert Eugene Otto. Yes, the doll
is named after him, even though he typically went by Gene or Otto. Otto was an
eccentric artist and a member of the Key West family. Otto also lived his whole
life, at 534 Eaton Street in Key West. Otto was gifted Robert by his
great-grandfather while on a trip to Germany. Otto’s relationship with Robert
soon became “unhealthy” when his childhood toy grew up with him into
adulthood. “He brought it everywhere, he talked about it in the first person as if
he weren’t a doll, he was Robert. As in he is an entity,” said Convertito
(Convertito is Roberts's current owner at the Key West museum). As an adult,
Otto still lived at 534 Eaton Street in Key West or “The Artist House” Robert
would sit in the upstairs window, and it is reported that school children would
see him disappear and then reappear. Otto died in 1974, and Robert was sold to
Myrtle Reuter in 1994, along with his house. Myrtle kept Robert in the attic but
that didn't seem to stop his mischievous behavior. Myrtle’s visitors claimed to hear footsteps in the attic along with a
giggling sound. In addition to that, his expression would change if they were heard bad-mouthing Otto in front of

him. Robert currently stays at Fort East Martello Museum in Key West, Florida. Myrtle donated him to this museum
after twenty years as his new “caretaker.” Even at the museum, it has also been told that Robert has caused car
accidents, broken bones, loss of jobs, and divorces, due to the lack of respect he has received. Roberts's story caught
attention after the numerous reports of unnatural
experiences that this doll causes and, by it being the “real life
Chucky,”as the doll Chucky was created inspired by Robert
the Doll, partially due to Robert having the same freckles as
Chucky. Chucky and Robert are also both very dangerous and
inflicting harm on people. It is very popular to write a letter to
Robert at the Museum or to send him an email or candy.
Convertito, his current caretaker, checks in on Robert. Robert
will be removed from his case and weighed. This is to
determine whether the Florida weather affects the straw he is
filled with. Convertito will also read all of the letters sent to
Robert and try to send something back to every child that
writes to him. At CPMS almost 40% of students know about
Robert the Doll and have rated him the second-scariest in the
article. Reika P. (8th grade) felt that “I would be very
disturbed” if she were to see or be with any of the legends.
In conclusion, you may want to see if these legends are real or not but please, for your safety, do not try to find the
legends and proceed with caution. There are no Ghostbusters to call!

What’s Rhythm & Blues?!
Lucia A.
Huh? What's R&B? To start off, R&B (rhythm and blues) is a music genre that was initiated in the 1940s when this
genre label was first used by RCA Victor records when they used ‘blues and rhythm’ as a descriptor for African
American secular songs. Some genres that fall under this descriptor include soul, disco, house, techno, and hip-hop.
The Great Migration (1910-1970), one of the largest migrations
into the United States, contributed to the influence of regional
styles of African American music to the modern music we have
today.
So who contributed to the spark in R&B? To list a few, Cab
Calloway (1907-1994), was a singer and bandleader who started
off his career by performing at the Cotton Club, located in
Manhattan, NYC. He rose to prominence when his song
‘Minnie the Moocher’ blew up in fame. Next, there’s The
Harlem Hamfats, a Chicago Band that earlier played
background music for famous jazz players at the time. An
example is Frankie “Half-Pint” Jaxon. They exploded with
success with their song ‘Oh! Red.’ Lastly, Louis Jordan was a
saxophonist and multi-instrumentalist, songwriter, and
bandleader. He was most popular during the 1930s to the 1950s and earned the name of “The King of The Jukebox,”
and was later introduced to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1987.
Who are some legendary artists that contributed to the genre of
R&B? According to popular entertainment website Billboard, the
top 10 legendary R&B singers are (10) Al Green, a Grammy Award
winner and creator of the song ‘Tired of Being Alone’; (9) Whitney
Houston, a singer, actress, and model, also the creator of the song ‘I
Wanna Dance With Somebody’; (8) Prince, a singer who
incorporated many styles and genres in his music, and the creator of
the song ‘When Doves Cry’; (7) Marvin Gaye, a member of the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame; (6) James Brown, aka the ‘Godfather
of Soul’; (5) Aretha Franklin aka ‘The Queen of Soul’; (4) Ray
Charles, the creator of the song ‘Georgia On My Mind’; (3)
Smokey Robinson, a member of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame;
(2) Stevie Wonder, a winner of 20 Grammy Awards! And the
number one R&B artist is… Michael Jackson - that’s right, the
singer and dancer who popularized the moonwalk! An honorable
mention goes out to Lauryn Hill, a winner of 8 awards and 18
nominations from the Grammy Awards.
So what are the differences between past and modern R&B? First, let’s make sure
we understand what R&B used to sound like. When listening to older R&B music,
make sure to listen for a strong use of rock music. Most of the popular R&B
performances were labeled as ‘rock n roll’. Many of these influential black artists
inspired other rock bands such as The Beatles and the Rolling Stones. Another
thing to listen for when searching for older R&B music is guitar-based songs. The
electric guitar was the main instrument used by early R&B musicians. It was
usually backed up by drums, double-bass and, piano. Early R&B music also picked
up some traits from blues and church music. Some R&B albums contained
Christian themes, while others were heavy on the blues music.

Now, how do we distinguish the R&B music of today? One thing to look out for is keyboard-based instrumentals.
Most contemporary R&B music uses smooth vocals, keyboards, synthesizers, and drum machines. Another thing to
notice is the influence of hip hop and smooth vocals. Some examples of songs that use these types of instrumentals
are ‘Love Don’t Live Here Anymore’ by Faith Evans. You might be
familiar with her most popular song ‘Love Like This.’ Another example
is ‘Call Out My Name’ by The Weeknd.
So what are the top 10 trending R&B songs of 2022 so far? According
to Billboard, the tenth most popular R&B song at the moment is ‘Free
Mind’ by Tems. The rest of the list continues like this all the way to the
number one song: (9) ‘Love’s Train’ by the duo Silk Sonic; (8) ‘Out of
Time’ by The Weeknd; (7) ‘Over’ by Lucky Daye; (6) ‘DFMU’ by Ella
Mai; (5) ‘Hate Our Love’ by Queen Naija and Big Sean; (4) ‘Peru’ by
Fireboy DML and Ed Sheeran; (3) ‘No Love’ by Summer Walker &
SZA; (2) ‘About Damn Time’ by Lizzo. And the highest trending song
of 2022 is… ‘Die Hard’ by Kendrick Lamar, Blxst, and Amanda Reifer!
In my personal opinion, I believe that the best R&B song of 2022 is
‘Take my Breath’ by the Weeknd.
Let's see how modern artists have been influenced by others. First, my favorite artist, Karly-Marina Loaiza,
performing under the name of Kali Uchis, was born July 17, 1994. In 2012, She started her career by releasing her
first mixtape, ‘Drunken Babble’. Then her first album, Por Vida,
was released in 2015. Then came her ever-popular album,
Isolation (2018), which went global. After that, her most recent
album, Sin Miedo (Del Amor y Otros Demonios), released in
2020. This album contained the single ‘Telapatia’, became her first
solo charting song on the US Billboard Top 100. While being
interviewed, she stated that she was influenced by the music of the
1960s, more specifically early soul, R&B, and doo-wop.
According to Wikipedia, she has also mentioned that she drew
inspiration from Ella Fritzgerald, Billie Holiday, Curtis Mayfield,
Loose Ends, Ralfi Pagan, Irma Thomas, and Celia Cruz. She’s also
inspired by Salma Hayek, La Lupe, Selena Quintanilla, Shakira,
Ivy Queen, and Mariah Carey.
Secondly, we have Solana Imani Rowe, widely-known as SZA,
born November 8th, 1989. She started off by releasing two EPs
before signing with the record label Top Dawg Entertainment.
Another artist you may have heard of who signed with this record
label is Kendrick Lamar.
SZA’s first studio album, Ctrl, released in 2017, debuted as 3 on the
Billboard charts. She was later rewarded with double platinum from the
Recording Industry Association of America or RIAA. At the 60th Annual
Grammy awards, she was nominated four times, including best new artist!
SZA stated that a few of her personal influences include Ella Fitzgerald and
Lauryn Hill. She also has a lot of influence in her music, some cited are
Meelah, Red Hot Chili Peppers, LFO, Macy Gray, Common, Björk, and
Jamiroquai. She stated that her music is widely influenced by the Wu-Tang
Clan, Nas, Mos Def, and Jay-Z.
Third, we have Christopher Edwin Breaux, famously known as Frank
Ocean. He was born on October 28, 1987. He has been dubbed one of the
greatest songwriters of this generation and is also responsible for
popularizing alternative R&B. In 2010, he joined the hip-hop group Odd

Future including some people you might recognize like Earl Sweatshirt, and Tyler, the Creator. In 2012 his first
album, Channel Orange, was one of the most praised albums of
2012. His album was nominated for album of the year and won
best contemporary album at the 2013 Grammys. He has said
publicly that he is inspired by The Beatles and The Beach Boys.
Frank has made a large impact on other singers and rappers,
especially indie and alternative artists.
Lastly, we have Abel Tesfaye (The Weeknd), born in 1990, who
is a Canadian singer/songwriter. He commenced his career by
uploading music on the platform, YouTube. A few years later he
co-founded the XO record label. He then released three mixtapes.
His use of alternative R&B gained recognition and signed with
Republic Records. Later, he pioneered a music genre called dark
wave (a combination of the two genres, new wave and post-punk). He then published the album, Kiss Land, which
charted at number 2 on the US Billboard top 200. Tesfaye later released the song ‘Earned It’ for the soundtrack of the
movie Fifty Shades of Grey. His song then won the
Grammy Award for Best R&B Performance. The
Weeknd has also won four Grammys, 19 Billboard
Music Awards, and many others. Tesfaye has also
claimed that a few of his inspirations include R. Kelly,
Prince, and Michael Jackson. The Weeknd has
influenced many artists with his fame and song-writing.
So, how do the 8th-grade students feel about the music
genre, R&B? I first asked if they like R&B and about
50% of the people that responded do like R&B! This is
great news. When I asked who their favorite artists
were, most of the 8th graders either didn’t have one or
weren’t sure. On the other hand, there were people who
had favorites and the majority’s pick among these students was SZA! Something that captivated me was one of the
responses to the question “When you hear the words ‘rhythm and blues’ what do you think of?” Ava B. (8th grade)
stated that when she thinks of “R&B” what comes to her mind is, “Smooth sounding songs, 90s music, and African
American artists.” Alana K. (8th grade) said,” I think of the rhythm combined with the blues to make a type of slow
but nice song, like as if someone would play this at a prom or party and everyone would slow dance to it.” A pattern I
saw was mostly everyone saying that they think of R&B as slow songs.
R&B is not only relevant in this day of age but it is powerful! R&B was first a work in progress, grasping qualities
from African American culture during and after The Great Migration. Look at it now! Look how much it has
progressed and changed from the early 1940s to today! Even if it may not be your favorite genre, you can at least say
the creation of this genre has certainly affected other genres and subgenres of other music. So what does R&B mean
to you?

Despicable Minions
Alysse B. & Ayslinn N.
Have you wondered? Just that. Have you ever imagined? About anything. Have you ever thought about what it would
be like? What, what would be like? Anything. More specifically, have you ever wondered what it’d be like to be a
small yellow multi-cellular organism? Or to be a short, long-nosed, middle-aged Russian man? Have you ever
imagined the story behind them? Well, you don’t have to anymore! We’re here to dive deep into the Despicable Me
movies and share the secrets the stories have behind them.
The Despicable Me film franchise was imagined, created, and written by Sergio Pablos, Cinco Paul, Ken Daurio, and
Eric Guillon. The next couple of paragraphs will explain what happens throughout the four Despicable Me movies.
Let this be a quick spoiler alert to those who haven’t seen the movies and are planning to watch them later on.
The first Despicable Me movie was released in 2010 for $60 million but was so popular that it made $546 million. In
this movie, written and created by Sergio Pablos, Gru
adopts three little girls in order for him to steal a shrink ray
from Vector (the villain) that will eventually help him steal
the moon. Gru is successful as things take a turn for Vector.
Gru also ends up keeping the girls after his mission. Gru
decides to retire as a villain. Our favorite thing about
Despicable Me was Gru finding people he loved and who
loved him back. Another heartwarming part is the three
girls finding a forever home with a dad that will take them
on many fun adventures.
A sequel was released in 2013 with an increased budget of
$76 million, and it made an incredible $976 million. In this second film, written and created by Cinco Paul and Ken
Daurio. Lucy and Gru meet at the beginning of this film and then Gru decides he
wants to follow in Lucy's footsteps and become an agent. They gain feelings for
each other and get married at the end. The minions turn purple and go savage,
but after they defeat the villain El Macho, the minions go back to normal. In
Despicable Me 2, we liked how the minions went feral because it was a
memorable part of the movie. We also liked how Agnes, Edith, and Margo found
a mom at the end of the film.
The third film in this franchise came out in 2017. The movie was also written
and created by Cinco Paul and Ken Daurio. Their budget of $80 million was
larger than all the other movies, and this film made a whopping $1.035 billion!
This time, Gru finds out he has a twin brother named Dru and they meet each
other. Dru asks Gru for help to become the greatest villain like him (even though
Gru retired from being a villain) he agrees eventually. They go to take down
Balthazar Bratt and Dru saves the day. The villain used to
have a television show about him being a superhero and
they canceled it after he became too old. He later lashed out
by becoming a real-life villain. Despicable Me 3 had the
most plot twists out of all the Despicable Me movies since
we found out Gru had a twin brother named Dru and it
made him the happiest he had ever been.
The fourth movie, called Minions, is not about Gru and his
life, like it was in the other movies, this time it is about the
Minions. This movie was created and written by Eric
Guillon, and it was by far the most popular because of how

much it made, and the huge fanbase that it created. It had
a budget of $74 million, but made $1.159 billion! The
minions are in search of the greatest villain alive to serve
because they accidentally kill all of their masters they
ever find. So three minions named Bob, Stuart, and Kevin
leave the other minions at the igloo (the home of the
minions) to find the greatest villain. In New York, 1968
they find Scarlet Overkill and she takes them in. Scarlet
Overkill is trying to take the queen’s crown so she would
become the new queen. At the end, Scarlet thinks the
three minions betrayed her so she tries to kill them, but
with the help of the other minions, they defeat Scarlet
Overkill. They meet Gru at the end of the move, and
become his henchmen. We think this movie is so popular because the minions act like children at many points of the
movie, which makes it easier for kids to connect to them and enjoy the film. Minions are now memes, gifs, stuffed
animals, and key chains.
Some interesting facts we found in our research were that, “Pierre Coffin and Chris Renaud created a whole language
for the minions, they called it ‘minion-ese,’ and each word in minion-ese translates to an actual English word.” We
think this is very interesting because the producers mixed a bunch of different languages, to make a whole new
language just for the minions. This trivia comes from
IMDb.com, which has for decades now been a reliable
and authoritative source to find information about movies
and T.V. shows. We recommend readers visit this site for
more interesting facts about the Minions or the Despicable
Me films. For example, one thing we found captivating
was, when the movie was dubbed in France, “the voices
for Gru and Dru were performed by Gad Elmaleh and
Arié Elmaleh, who are brothers in real life.” We find this
to be really ironic, seeing as Dru and Gru are brothers,
and their voice actors are brothers too. Two other fun facts
we found were that, “Minions were originally supposed to
be more human-like (henchmen) but the studio didn’t
have enough money for that.” We find this funny because we could not imagine how the minions would look if they
were more human-like. We think they’d look a bit funny, and they definitely wouldn’t be as loveable as they are now,
nor would they be as popular. We also found that the original title for the film franchise was Evil Me.
There is a new movie coming out on July 1st, 2022: Minions: The Rise of Gru. We surveyed some CPMS students
and asked what their predictions for the new movie were. Natalee S. (8th grade) said, “In the rise of Gru, I think that
Gru is going to meet the minions through Gru's dad because we saw in past movies that Gru's mom never showed his
dad, so he probably got really mad at his mom for not telling him one day and found a secret layer where Gru’s dad
has left the minions to stay for years until it gets past down to Gru when he eventually finds the minions.” This was
our favorite response because it is very detailed and shows that lots of thought was put into
it. Most responses we received from the 8th grade were that the movie would go into Gru’s
background, his childhood, and how Gru and the minions started off as friends but slowly
gained friendship, the whole movie also being from Gru’s perspective. There was also our
most blunt response by Ryan Y. (8th grade,) “I predict Gru will rise,” but also a great yet
still blunt response like, “Found them [Minions] eating all Gru’s bananas in the basement
for sure,” by Frankie F. (also from 8th grade). Danica R. (8th grade) thought, “He [Gru]
broke into some top-secret lab and stole the minions.” This information added more to our
research, and we were able to see how others feel about the movies. Our goal is to dig deep
into the story of minions, and these details will show us how the movies affected the
audience and whether the impact was good or bad. From these responses, we can conclude
that the impact is good, so that means the CPMS students seem to know and like the films,

proving how widely popular the movies are.
Each Despicable Me and Minion movie was an animated film with voice actors for each character, even the minions.
It was produced by Illumination and then distributed by Universal Pictures. Viewers are likely to recognize familiar
voices such as Steve Carell who voices Gru in all three Despicable Me’s and in the third he also voices Dru. Maybe a
more familiar voice is that of Miranda Cosgrove, who voices Margo (the oldest sister). There were four main villains,
one for each film. In Despicable Me, the villain was
Vector who was voiced by Jason Segel. In Despicable
Me 2, the main villain was El Macho and he was voiced
by Benjamin Bratt. The last of the Despicable Me
sequence is Despicable Me 3 and the villain was
Balthazar Bratt, or should we say Trey Parker! The
Minions movie was focused on Bob, Kevin, and Stuart.
They were voiced by the director of the movie, Pierre
Coffin. The villain in Minions was Scarlett Overkill and
she was voiced by Sandra Bullock. Gru has a trusty
sidekick named Dr. Nafario who viewers may know as
Russell Brand. Along with Margo, she has two younger
sisters named Agnes and Edith who are also Elsie
Fisher and Dana Gaier. Gru meets Kristen Wiig…oops
we mean Lucy. All these characters have been able to
come alive with the help of very famous real-life
humans.
The Despicable Me movies and the Minion movie brought many of us joy and laughter in our childhood years. The
hope is that the new movie will do the same. We thank the writers and creators of the movie for coming up with such
exquisite film ideas. We learned a couple of new things while writing this, such as the Jewish children being tortured
and used for experiments. Maybe you learned something new too, we hope you did. We certainly had fun writing
about our favorite grumpy dad, and his little yellow minions.

2022 Award-Winning Shows: Who was the spotlight really on?
Sandra C. & Destiny G. & Giliana V-R.
Imagine this: you're getting ready to head over to the big awards show. You're fixing your hair, and putting on fancy
clothing from designer brands. You get into your fancy limo, ready to show off your outfit, and head over to the red
carpet. You get out and onto the red carpet only to find out you’re not invited - too bad! That's why we said to
imagine!
There are two huge awards shows that this article will explore in detail. The Grammys is an award presented by the
Recording Academy for the most successful musicians of the year. The Grammys were first presented by N.A.R.A.S.
(National Academy of Recording Arts and
Sciences) in Los Angeles. The Oscars are
awarded to successful filmmakers from the
previous year. The Oscars are officially called
“Academy Awards”, after The Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. The
Academy was first founded by Louis B
Mayer, head of MGM studios, in 1927. The
first Academy Award Ceremony took place
two years later at the Hollywood Roosevelt
Hotel on May 16, 1929. The first actors to
receive awards were Marie Dressler and
Lionel Barrymore in 1931. Now that we know
the history, let's talk about what went down at
the Oscars and Grammys in 2022.
Oscars
Let’s start with the Oscars and the drama that made history: Will Smith slapping Chris Rock because he made a
snarky comment about Will Smith's wife, Jada Pinkett-Smith. Chris Rock's joke to Jada was comparing her to G.I
Jane whose hair is also bald, he commented “G.I Jane 2; can’t wait to see it!” The joke was making fun of Jada’s
alopecia disease. Moments after this shocking moment, Will won his first Best Actor award and not too many people
were happy about that. Some even say that his Award should be taken away for causing problems. Others say that his
reason was valid for slapping him and should
keep his award. Will was given a punishment for
his actions at the Oscars. According to The
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences he
will be “banned from returning to the Oscars or
attending any other Academy events for the next
ten years.” There have been many internet
arguments, but it depends on the people who run
the Oscars to decide whether an award is taken
away or not. Honestly, we feel as though he
should get his award taken away since he had no
reason to cause a scene and embarrass Chris
Rock.
We interviewed some 8th grade students about
the drama that happened at the Oscars and most of them had a lot to say about Will Smith slapping Chris Rock.
Savina J. (8th grade) mentioned, “It was pretty unnecessary for Will Smith to get up and slap Chris Rock because,
instead of creating a scene, he could have just acted maturely and talked to Rock when the show was over.” Most
students reacted by either being surprised or thinking it was funny. Noah S. (8th grade) commented, “My reaction was
surprising because it was very unprofessional.” Another student Mariam S. (8th grade) remarked, “It was funny but it
was unexpected.” We think everyone can agree on that!

Many people showed up at the Oscars event wearing designer clothes, such as
award-winning, Best Actress Jessica Chastain wearing Gucci. Another one of
the most popular outfits was worn by Megan Thee Stallion - who wore Gaurav
Gupta. Megan may not be an actor but she sure made a huge impact on this
year's outfits (along with Harry Styles) by singing at the Award Show. Ariana
DeBose became the first African-Latin woman to win an award for Best Actress
in a Supporting Role and many people from the Latin community were thrilled
to hear that. Some of the many people who attended the Oscars 2022 were
mostly famous singers whose songs hit #1 on the Billboard. Artists like Billie
Eilish won an Oscar for Best Original Song. Actors in popular movies also
attended the Oscars, like Andrew Garfield (who was nominated for Best Actor),
and singers and actors who were invited to the show.
Now that we have talked about how all that drama went down, let's find out
how you can get tickets. To attend the Oscars, people must register to sit in the
bleachers that line the red carpet. Only a certain number of people from the
public are allowed to attend, 700 to be exact - and the tickets are free. To be able to sit in the reception and watch
actors get awards is a fantastic experience that should be made available to everyone. Unfortunately, this is not the
case. Attendees have to at least have an income of over $200,000 yearly and donate around $100,000 to charity. They
also need to be famous, so being a content creator on TikTok or Instagram could be a way to get in.

Grammys
This year's Grammys looked like a blast! They were probably the best we’ve had in a few years. Olivia Rodrigo won
Best upcoming artist of the year with the release of her album “Sour”. Top artists in the music industry like Olivia
Rodrigo, Lil Nas X, BTS, Billie Eilish, J Balvin, and many more took the stage at the MGM Grand Garden Arena and
performed some of their top hit songs. After this performance, there was a special message from the President of
Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Many people were touched by his message when he said, “Our musicians wear body
armor instead of tuxedos. They sang to the wounded in hospitals. Even to those who can't hear them. But the music
will break through anyway.” John Legend and Silk Sonic took the stage right after the message and performed the
entrance song of the Grammys. Now, let's talk about some of the outfits this year.
Many artists popped up to the event looking fabulous, but some did not! Some
outfits were just… wow. But some outfits just raised questions like, why in the
world are they wearing that to a fancy party like this awards show?! We can all
agree that the outfits that were beautifully planned include Megan Thee Stallion
wearing a custom-made dress by Roberta Cavalli, and Olivia Rodrigo’s (who won
three Grammys this year!) Vivienne Westwood dress. Either way, all artists looked
stunning this year. They all had their type of spunk. We asked some 8th graders
who they thought had the best outfit at the Grammys and 10 out of the 25
responses said Olivia Rodrigo and Lil Nas X had the best outfits. The one outfit
that was a little out of this world this year was Tayla Parx with her green suit with

spikes coming out. A little weird if you ask us. Some people made some remarks saying that she looked like Bowser
from Super Mario Bros!
Now the Grammys faced a lot of obstacles - including the Kim Kardashian and Kanye West scandal, members getting
Covid, and recent deaths and what people had to say. Starting first with
Kayne West who was a no-show at the 2022 Grammys after being
banned from performing at the awards show. His performance was
canceled due to his “concerning online behavior,” according to
Pagesix.com - a gossip website - and his recent behavior with his
ex-wife Kim Kardashian and Pete Davidson. The tension is real between
these three, and it seems to be affecting their life. Nevertheless, Kanye
received five nominations for his album (Donda) that was dedicated to
his mother who recently passed away. Two members of the BTS Korean
pop group weren’t allowed to perform at the Grammys due to catching
Covid. Speaking of missing members, Billie Eilish paid tribute to the Foo Fighters drummer, Taylor Hawkins, who
passed away in March, 2022. This was definitely a sad loss for a lot of people.
Wrapping up everything that happened, we can say that this year's awards were a big thing for 2022. We hope to see
more entertaining things, like this year's award shows, in the future and see more amazing outfits celebrities have yet
to present. Hopefully, you learned a few things about this year's Grammys and Oscars 2022.

A big tiger’s roar to our student journalists:

